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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS Regarding the Start of School 
August 2020 

What is the specific plan if someone tests positive?  

 Will the school close down? We will notify the Health Department who will come and do 
an analysis of the situation.  They will decide our next steps. 

 Will everyone isolate for two weeks?  Most likely, the class with the positive Covid-19 
case will be asked to quarantine for 14 days.  The teacher will continue instruction 
remotely until we have permission to have students back in class. 

At what point does the entire school go to virtual?  Most likely, the entire school will move to 
remote learning if more than 3 classes have positive cases or if siblings across the grades are 
positive or if mandated by the Governor. 

What is the threshold of risk the school is willing to accept? For example, if the school will not 
go remote with one positive case, will it go remote with 2 or 3 or more?  PCA most likely will 
look to the Health Department for a decision. 

How will the families be notified if someone tests positive?  If a student in one grade tests 
positive, every family in that grade will be notified.   

Will there be an emergency pick up situation where kids are isolated if/when a positive case is 
reported? 

If a student or staff member develops signs of COVID-19, the person will be separated away 

from others, with supervision at a distance of six feet, until the sick person can leave. While 

waiting to leave school, the individual with symptoms should wear a cloth face covering or 

mask if tolerated. Air out and then clean and disinfect the areas where the person was after 

they leave. Staff will be discreet and honoring of a student who needs to go home.  Students 

may not be escorted by another student to the receptionist—ask the office for assistance to 

accompany the student. 

Will we be notified if a family member of a student or teacher tests positive?  Yes. 
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Since asymptomatic spread is a concern, are there plans to regularly test teachers / staff or 
will that only be done if someone is showing symptoms?  The research on asymptomatic 
spread is inconclusive and inconsistent.  We will respond when someone is showing 
symptoms. 

What is the plan for extra courses - PE, Music, etc? 

We would rather create a safe environment for kids and teachers to focus on the core subjects 
and minimize risk as much as possible knowing that at some point, we will be able to safely 
return to those activities.  We will be offering PE, with socially distanced games and activities.  
Our plan is to bring specialist teachers to the classroom when possible.   

We would like more information, when it's known, about the virtual program: 

 Can you opt in and then opt out of the virtual program as it feels safer to do so? Yes, as 
long as you are in the PCA distant learning program and there is space in the in-school 
classroom. 

 The tuition sheet for the Distance Learning program is available upon request and is on 
the website.  This program is available to grades 1-12. 

Meals & Chapel - What is the plan for those times where multiple classrooms used to gather?  
We will not be holding chapel as a group gathering.  Elementary students will attend chapel in 
person one class at a time and the other classes will attend by Zoom.  Secondary students will 
have a similar program. 

Counseling is there school counseling available for students who are anxious or struggling with 
either option? We do not have a person on staff with a counseling degree.  All teachers have 
had some training in trauma-based responses to students. We will however have Mentors 
available.  

How will before and after school programs work or will they be available at all?   Extended 
care is available before and after school.  They are following all protocols set by the licensing 
department.   

Events / Calendar - what events are planned or what events would the school like to keep on 
the calendar?  At present, all parent meetings are by Zoom through October.  We will consider 
each event as it comes on the calendar.  Safety and ability to follow protocols are our first 
consideration. 

What are the plans for elementary kids to get breaks outside to take off their masks?  We have 
scheduled PE, recess and lunch as times student may take their masks off.  School staff will 
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supervise them; one grade at a time for PE and recess.  They will go outside as often as 
possible.  The lunchroom is divided in to 4 quadrants for social distancing of each cohort/class.   

 
 
Are we going to have field trips this year?  As much as we value field trips, we will not be able 
to allow them until we are at least in Phase 3 of our recovery.  We are not able to social 
distance on the busses as we would need  to. 
 
Will there be art?  Teachers will teach art in their classrooms.  High school will have Art as an 
elective 
 
What will be the timing for online classes?  The distance learning classes will be available as 
the teachers are instructing in the classroom, on the normal school day schedule. 
 
Can you share specifics of the new options within remote learning?  Parents who choose 
distant learning will participate by Zoom calls and be “in the classroom” as the teacher is 
teaching the in-school students.  The cost is 90% of full tuition, as the teacher will grade and 
assess the students as well. 
 
Will student groups with teachers during remote learning be rotated or will it be a set group?  
We will attempt to cohort the students as much as possible. 
  

 

 

 


